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Memorializing Mortality: 
Artists to Expound on Inspiration and Process Behind New Work at  

the New Haven Museum  
 

New Haven, Conn. (May 12, 2014)—As artist Jeff Slomba set out to pay tribute to the toppled 

Lincoln Oak, he mused that the tree’s destruction by Hurricane Sandy “…revealed not only the 

tree’s own vulnerability, but also the mortality and slippage from history’s memory of those who 

came before us.” Slomba’s resultant work, Vigor Code, 2014, was formed from oak branch, 

steel, 3-D printed PLA plastic, and sparklers. On May 29, at 6 p.m., the public is invited as 

Slomba and other Connecticut artists expand on their personal responses to the story of the 

Lincoln Oak, and discuss the creative processes used in the works they produced for “Nothing is 

Set in Stone: The Lincoln Oak and the New Haven Green,” a new exhibition at the New Haven 

Museum. The exhibition pairs art with scientific analysis by bioarchaeologists, and remains on 

view through November 2, 2014. 

 

More than 200 people attended the opening of “Nothing is Set in Stone: The Lincoln Oak and the 

New Haven Green,” where they delighted in the variety of innovative responses by the artists:  

Lani Asuncion, Susan Clinard, Erich Davis, Michael Quirk, Jeff Slomba, Rachael A. Vaters-Carr 

and Alison Walsh.  

 

Zeb Esselstyn, of City Bench, who will moderate the discussion, distributed the wood to the 

artists in February, 2014. Renowned for his own work in transforming fallen trees into artistic 

and functional furniture, Esselstyn marvels at what the artists created for the “Nothing is Set in 

Stone” exhibition. “I was simply blown away with what they had produced—and under such a 

tight deadline—and how it is juxtaposed with the scientific aspects of the story,” he said. “Every 
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piece is remarkably different from the other, yet they all work together beautifully, producing 

many layers of meaning.”  

The New Haven Green was used as a burying ground from Colonial times until the early 1800s. 

The Lincoln Oak was planted in 1909 by local members of the Grand Army of the Republic 

(GAR) —an organization of Civil War veterans—in honor of President Abraham Lincoln. In 

2012, the uprooted tree revealed several surprises including two time capsules buried in 1909 by 

members of the GAR, and the remains of several 18th-century residents of New Haven.  

 

For the artistic portion of “Nothing is Set in Stone: The Lincoln Oak and the New Haven Green,” 

artists were invited to use branches, limbs, or pieces of the trunk of the Lincoln Oak to interpret 

the history of the tree and the discovery of the skeletal remains beneath it.  

 

The scientific component of the exhibition consists of the results of the on-going archaeological 

analysis of human remains recovered from the site. Photo panels describe the remains—

including bones, teeth, hair and tissue—and how they were used to determine the gender and 

approximate ages of those whose remains were unearthed in October, 2012, and offer hypotheses 

on health and disease issues of the interred. The contents of two time capsules found at the site of 

the fallen Lincoln Oak are also on display. The research shared in the “Nothing is Set in Stone” 

exhibition was conducted by G. P Aronsen, F. Hole, Y. Tonoike, and K. A. Williamson (Yale 

University); N. F. Bellantoni (UConn); R. Beckett, G. Conlogue, R. Lombardo, and N. Pelletier 

(Quinnipiac University); J. Krigbaum (U. Florida); and L. Fehren-Schmitz (UCSC). Historical 

research was provided by J. Schiff (Yale University) J. Bischoff-Wurstle, and J. Campbell (New 

Haven Museum). 

 

About the New Haven Museum 

The New Haven Museum, founded in 1862 as the New Haven Colony Historical Society, is 

located in downtown New Haven at 114 Whitney Avenue. The Museum is currently celebrating 

150 years of collecting, preserving and interpreting the history and heritage of Greater New 

Haven. Through its collections, exhibitions, programs and outreach, the Museum brings 375 

years of New Haven history to life. For more information visit www.newhavenmuseum.org or 

facebook.com/NewHavenMuseum or call 203-562-4183. 
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