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Fabulous Success Stories and Quirky Failures: 
How New Haven Became an Industrial Hub  

 

New Haven, Conn. (November 10, 2014) – For centuries, New Haven produced a vast 

assortment of goods: from hardware and firearms to carriages, clocks, and carpeting, musical 

instruments, wagon-loads of beer and cigars, and more. Many of the city’s factories served a 

national and even international market. On Wednesday, November 19, 2014, at 6:00 p.m. 

historian Bruce Clouette will give an illustrated presentation on the means by which New Haven 

developed such an impressive industrial sector, highlighting some of local industry’s fabulous 

success stories and quirky failures, and explaining why the remnants of industry remain 

important today. Clouette’s presentation, “The History of New Haven as an Industrial City” will 

be held at the New Haven Museum, 114 Whitney Ave. Admission is free; donations are 

welcomed. A reception follows. 

 

A historian whose eyes light up whenever he encounters old factories, railroads, lighthouses, 

bridges, and wharves, Clouette has been active in Connecticut local history and historic 

preservation since the 1970s. He received a Ph.D. in history from the University of Connecticut, 

with a concentration in urban and social history. He has written or co-written a number of books 

on various topics in Connecticut history, including the town of Bristol, Hartford Hospital, and 

the state’s historic bridges. He participated in the collaborative effort that produced “Carriages 

and Clocks, Corsets and Locks:  The Rise and Fall of an Industrial City, New Haven, 

Connecticut” (University Press of New England 2004), for which he wrote the introductory 

essay.  
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Dr. Clouette’s talk is offered in conjunction with the Museum’s new exhibition, “From Clocks to 

Lollipops: Made in New Haven,” which highlights many of the fascinating and fun products that 

were, and some that still are, produced in the Elm City. It features more than 100 objects, 

advertisements, trade cards, photographs and more from the New Haven Museum’s collections, 

offering a wide-ranging and sometimes humorous look at the production of consumer goods in 

New Haven over the past three centuries.  

 
About the New Haven Museum 

The New Haven Museum, founded in 1862 as the New Haven Colony Historical Society, is 

located in downtown New Haven at 114 Whitney Avenue. The Museum is currently celebrating 

150 years of collecting, preserving and interpreting the history and heritage of Greater New 

Haven. Through its collections, exhibitions, programs and outreach, the Museum brings 375 

years of New Haven history to life. For more information visit www.newhavenmuseum.org, or 

facebook.com/NewHavenMuseum or call 203-562-4183. 
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