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The Black Panther Party in Connecticut: 
Panel Discussion at the New Haven Museum 

New Haven, Conn. (August 25, 2014) – On Thursday, October 2, 2014, at 6:00 p.m., the New 

Haven Museum, The Amistad Committee Inc., and the Connecticut Freedom Trail Committee 

will present a panel discussion on “The Black Panther Party of Connecticut,” featuring Dr. Jamie 

Wilson, associate professor of history at Salem State University in Salem, Massachusetts, and 

author of “The Black Panther Party of Connecticut,” (2014), “Civil Rights Movement” 2013,  

and “Building a Healthy Black Harlem” (2009). The panel will also include Attorney John 

Williams, one of the defense attorneys in the murder prosecution of the local and national 

leadership of the Black Panther Party (BPP), the so-called New Haven Nine, and Ann Froines, 

retired professor of women’s studies at the University of Massachusetts, Boston, founding 

member of the United Front for Panther Defense, and an organizer of the New Haven May Day 

rally in 1970. The free event is funded by the Connecticut Department of Culture and Tourism 

and will be followed by a reception with the speakers. 

 

During the panel discussion, Dr. Wilson will discuss the Black Panther Party’s activism and 

history in the state of Connecticut. According to Dr. Wilson, the BPP served a critical purpose in 

Connecticut and throughout the nation by forcing white and black Americans as well as federal, 

state, and local authorities to confront issues of racism, police brutality, and poverty.  Williams 

will elaborate on the atmosphere surrounding the BPP activities, the police, the FBI, and more. 

Froines will discuss the May Day demonstration, the circumstances that brought the involvement 

of the Chicago Seven and her personal involvement to aid Bobby Seale. 

 

Originally called the Black Panther Party for Self Defense, the BPP was a radical African 

American political organization established in 1966 in Oakland, California, by Huey P. Newton, 
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minister of self-defense, and Bobby Seale, chairman.  Although the group’s organizational 

beginnings can be traced to October 1966 with the creation of the “Black Panther Party Platform 

and Program,” a manifesto outlining the group’s ideological and political perspectives and goals 

with respect to housing issues, educational and economic opportunities, police violence, and 

African American disenfranchisement, the BPP was a continuation of black freedom struggles 

that began with the first rebellions against slavery and captivity in the barracoons, holding cells 

for enslaved Africans, centuries ago.   

 

About The Amistad Committee Inc. 

Established in 1988, The Amistad Committee, Inc. is a not-for-profit, tax-exempt organization. 

The original Amistad Committee formed to raise funds for the legal defense and return voyage of 

the subsequently liberated Africans who were involved in the Amistad Incident of 1839. Today, 

The Amistad Committee, Inc. is dedicated to the preservation and honoring of African and 

American history in Connecticut. The preservation of this history and its lessons are imperative 

and shall not be forgotten, diminished, erased or go unrecognized. "The work to be done is not to 

completed in a day or a year; it will require a long time to remove the evils which slavery and 

habit have so deeply engraved upon the very foundation of everything." Reverend Amos G. 

Beeman, Middletown, Sept. 6, 1862, letter to the editor of The Weekly Anglo-African 

newspaper. 

About the Connecticut Freedom Trail  

The State of Connecticut Freedom Trail was mandated by the General Assembly in 1995 to 

commemorate the contributions of African Americans and their allies to the struggle against 

slavery and for equality in Connecticut. From 60 sites it now totals 134 throughout the State. 

September has been designated Freedom Trail Month with local ceremonies marking the 

occasion.  

 
About the New Haven Museum 

The New Haven Museum, founded in 1862 as the New Haven Colony Historical Society, is 

located in downtown New Haven at 114 Whitney Avenue. The Museum is currently celebrating 

150 years of collecting, preserving and interpreting the history and heritage of Greater New 



Haven. Through its collections, exhibitions, programs and outreach, the Museum brings 375 

years of New Haven history to life. For more information visit www.newhavenmuseum.org, or 

facebook.com/NewHavenMuseum or call 203-562-4183. 
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