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Introduction 

Mary Hunter Wolf founded the first interracial theatre in Chicago and was one of the first women 
to direct a Broadway play. She also founded the Center for Theatre Techniques in Education and 
other related arts-in-education programs in the greater New Haven area. Mary Hunter Wolf 
founded the Center for Theatre Techniques in Education in 1966 as an educational branch of the 
American Shakespeare Theatre, with the purpose of using theatre to stimulate creative thinking 
and sharpen the ability to learn. She used New Haven as a demonstration site for the Talent 
Search Model Program, identifying culturally diverse students in urban areas with potential to 
become gifted adults. She also established a working relationship with the Educational Center for 
the Arts (ECA). Throughout her years of involvement with the New Haven community, she 
served on the boards for the Arts Council of Greater New Haven and the City Spirit Artists 
Program. 

This collection consists of material gathered by Tamara L. Compton for her dissertation (1992) on 
Mary Hunter Wolf The collection includes correspondence (1989-1993) with Mary Hunter Wolf 
and her former colleagues, small audio tapes of interviews conducted in 1991-1993, and larger 
audio tapes of interviews from 1986. Also included are research materials regarding her life and 
her professional theatre work such as scripts and theatre programs, materials regarding her work 
with the Center for Theatre Techniques in Education and other related arts-in-education programs 
in the greater New Haven area, copies of research notes on Mary Hunter Wolfs life and 
professional work, and a copy of Tamara L. Compton's dissertation on Mary Hunter Wolf 
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