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New Haven Museum Opens New Exhibit on “The Hill” 

New Haven CT, March 17, 2011-- The New Haven Museum will inaugurate its new exhibit, 

“The Hill: New Haven’s First Suburb,” on Tuesday, March 22, 2011 with an opening reception 

at 5:30 p.m. The reception is open to the public free of charge. The new exhibit will be on 

display until June 30, 2011. 

“The Hill” has traditionally been the city’s portal, a welcoming place where newcomers –

migrants and immigrants—entered the city and urban life. And so it remains today. 

From the early 1840s, when the Jocelyn brothers sought to make it a refuge for working 

people while preserving its existing multi-racial community, through the waves of immigrants—

Irish, Italians, Germans, Jews, African-Americans, Hispanics—who came in the late 19th century 

and through the 20th century, the Hill has been a home for some, a stepping-stone for others.  

   Apart from the changing demographic history of The Hill, the exhibition will feature the story 

of Louise Gaffney Flanagan, the ‘Poetess of Portsea Street.’ The subject of her work was the 

dangerous, often fatal, conditions on the railroad and her poetry played a role in the eventual 

passage of Federal legislation on worker safety in the railroad industry. 

The exhibition is the second in the Museum’s series of exhibits celebrating the city’s 

neighborhoods. The first of the series, East Shore Reflections, was on display last winter. 

The exhibition is made possible in part by a grant from the Connecticut Humanities 

Council, with support from The Jane Marcher Foundation & Marvin Lender Family Foundation 

Inc.  Special thanks to Leon’s. 

The New Haven Museum, founded in 1862 as The New Haven Colony Historical 

Society, is located in downtown New Haven at 114 Whitney Avenue.  For future information, 

please call Michelle Cheng at (203)562-4183, ext 11 or email education@newhavenmuseum.org. 
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