
Past to Present
The Newsletter of the New Haven MuseumNEW HAVEN

MUSEUM Fall 2010

Kevin Margenau wows the crowd with his reproduction of  a Revolutionary era musket at the 
season closing event at the Pardee-Morris House. Margenau is a member of  the 6th Connecticut 
Regiment, Continental Line, and dressed in a period uniform to the delight of  many children. 

    The New Haven Museum is pleased to announce the appointment of  
Michelle Cheng (right) as Director of  Education. Michelle comes to the New 
Haven Museum with a Master of  Arts in Museum Education from the Rhode 
Island School of  Design (RISD) in Providence. She is also experienced as an 
educator and interpreter from her time at the Providence Preservation Society 
and the Newport Restoration Foundation, equipping her with the necessary 
skills to develop a new docent program for the New Haven Museum, as well 
as to continue and expand the Museum’s outreach to schools.  

     At the Boston Museum of  Fine Arts (MFA), she designed online galleries 
that can be utilized directly in the classroom, a new initiative she hopes to 
bring to the Museum. These programs, which can be accessed by computer, 
can make art and history education more accessible to teachers. 

    Her background in the arts and experience as a teaching assistant and student co-curator gives her a broad 
range of  skills that are essential to an institution with a small staff. All in all, Michelle’s work at institutions of  
varying sizes and audiences will enable her to expand our efforts to connect with new and diverse audiences.  
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Emerita

   Museum & Library Hours
    Tuesday - Friday 10:00-5:00
    Saturday  12:00-5:00

   Admission
    Adults:  $4.00
    Seniors:  $3.00
    Students (12+): $2.00
    Children:  Free

   Free First Sundays
    The Museum is now open free to 
    the public on the first Sunday of  the 
    month from 1 PM to 4 PM. 

   Pardee-Morris House
    Open Sundays in July & August 
    from 1 PM to 4 PM. Free admission. 

   Contact Information
    Phone: (203) 562-4183
    Fax:     (203) 562-2002
    Email: info@newhavenmuseum.org

    The crack of  rifle-fire echoed over Morris Cove on Saturday, October 
9th as the Pardee-Morris House hosted some 60 East Shore neighbors of  
all ages for the closing event of  its 2010 season. Kevin Margenau, a 
member of  the 6th Connecticut Regiment, Continental Line, and son of  
Museum board member Priscilla Searles, attended in full authentic 
uniform. He delighted the children present with descriptions of  just what 
an American soldier had to do to load and fire his rifle, which had to be 
completed within 40 seconds. Margenau also explained the origin of  such 
phrases as “a flash in the pan” and “keep your powder dry,” which 
originated with riflemen of  that era. The day was sunny with a crisp breeze 
for the event, which also featured pumpkin painting by the children, cider 
and cookies, and special tours of  the House by Ms. Searles, costumed as 
a colonial housewife. A special treat was provided by the ice-cream truck 
owner and neighbor Scott Longyear: free ice cream for the kids!

   The Pardee-Morris House was open free to the public every Sunday 
afternoon from July 11th through the end of  August, with tours of  the 
historic 6000 sq. ft. house conducted by a crew of  knowledgeable New 
Haven Museum volunteer interns/docents. Admission to the Pardee-
Morris House is free, as stipulated in the will of  William Pardee, who left 
the historic structure in 1918 to the Museum, then known as the New 
Haven Colony Historical Society.

    A mixed-media art show, Inspiration New Haven, featuring work by local 
artists was exhibited in the house during the month of  August. A 
reception on August 12th drew in additional artists who were impressed 
with the house’s suitability as a venue for future shows. The Museum 
hopes to continue to show art at the house, offer musical events and 
conduct classes in the seasons to come. 

Pardee-Morris House Celebration

Volunteer Spotlight
    Maryalice Hurley (right) can usually be found 
in the front office of  the Museum typing 
spreadsheets—she keeps track of  all the Museum’s 
statistical information and is responsibile for 
correspendence and other materials for President 
Walter Miller. But on Sunday, September 19th at 
Edgerton Park’s annual Sunday in the Park festival, 
she appeared in a new role. Costumed as a typical 
housewife of  colonial New Haven at the 
Museum’s display, Maryalice helped demonstrate 
children’s games from the colonial era for the 
many young visitors to this annual event in the 
East Rock neighborhood.



Moving Forward A Message from President & CEO, Walter R. Miller, Jr.

    This newsletter is filled with a variety of  events that have taken place at the Museum 
over the last few months. It is very exciting to us that so many people are participating 
and enjoying the different strengths and aspects of  the Museum. The suffrage exhibit, 
presented jointly with the League of  Women Voters, has proved its popularity and is 
being extended. It is deeply satisfying to hear the sounds of  music reverberating 
throughout the Museum from the various groups that have played here; audiences have 
been enthralled and the musicians themselves have been deeply appreciative of  the 
marvelous acoustics of  the space. A number of  new exhibits are planned, including the 
geology of  New Haven as well as one on the “Hill” neighborhood, the next exhibit in 
our continuing series celebrating the city’s historic neighborhoods.

    One of  the most exciting developments is the arrival of  our new Director of  Education, Michelle Cheng. She has 
already proved herself  a great addition to the staff  and she has already begun to implement innovations in 
presentations and outreach. We thank Ben Breton for all the good work he has done and we wish him well in his new 
life. Ben will continue to work with us for a few months to assure a seamless transition.

    Our Annual Meeting [and Holiday Party] will be held on Tuesday, November 30th at 5 p.m. and we hope that you 
will be able to attend. We will be presenting a slate of  officers and new directors whom we hope will meet with your 
approval. We will also be requesting your approval of  a revision of  our by-laws to bring the New Haven Museum up 
to date in terms of  our compliance with regulations and standards as we continue our innovative posture. In order 
to continue what we have been doing, to expand our efforts and to allow us to plan for the future, we will shortly be 
sending out to members our first Annual Appeal in a number of  years. We hope you will respond generously and ask 
your friends and associates to support us as well with tax-free donations and matching gifts.

    If  you have been here recently, you will have noticed the continuing improvements to our physical appearance. In 
addition to painting the front of  the building, we have continued interior painting, most recently in the auditorium, 
which enhances its desirability as a rental venue, a source of  income for the Museum. In addition, we have made 
important improvements to the heating and air-conditioning systems. We must continue to improve our climate-
control conditions to assure the safety and preservation of  our collections, both in the Museum itself  and in the 
Whitney Library.

    Please visit our new website, www.newhavenmuseum.org, which we update continually with lists of  our latest 
events, exhibits and other news. We are so proud of  what is happening here. Audiences and visitors continue to 
increase as we continue to reach out to all parts of  the reflecting, reflecting and celebrating our commitment to New 
Haven’s past, present and future.

    The New Haven Museum is proud to host an exhibit on the women’s suffrage movement 
with support from the League of  Women Voters. In addition to images that document this 
critical moment in American history, a number of  objects, including postcards, Valentine 
cards, and other pieces of  visual culture from the era are on display. The exhibit was 
originally scheduled to run from September 11 to October 3, 2010, but it has been extended 
through December.

    There is still time to come and enjoy the history and artifacts that celebrate ninety years of  
the nineteenth amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

Votes for Women Exhibit Extended
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Votes for Women
Ninety Years of the Nineteenth Amendment

At the New Haven Museum with support from the League of Women Voters
Tuesday through Friday 10 to 5 Saturday Noon to 5 www.newhavenmuseum.org

September 11 — October 3, 2010
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From the Photo Archives By Jason Bischoff-Wurstle, Director of  Photographic Archives

    The top photograph was taken in the 
immediate neighborhood of  the New 
Haven Museum in the early 1970’s.  The 
picture briefly displays the issues that 
New Haven and other formerly 
prominent industrial cities faced as 
suburban development continued in 
municipalities surrounding the city. This 
first block of  Whitney Ave. had become 
empty and dormant, as businesses moved 
to the outskirts of  town and traditional 
urban centers continued to decay. 

    As Kline Biology Tower rises behind 
the dilapidated block, the building too is 
a symbol of  New Haven’s past and 
future. (Note the images of  the Tower’s 
construction on the lower half  of  the 
page.) Built on the site of  Sachem’s 
Wood, James Hillhouse’s 1829 mansion 
that stood above Hillhouse Ave, which 
was once described by Mark Twain as 
“the most beautiful street in America,” 
the tower was completed in 1966. The 
tower was designed and built by Philip 
Johnson, who is best known, among his 
many architectural works, for the Glass 
House located in New Canaan, CT. At 
the time, the tower was the tallest 
building in New Haven, with stellar 
views of  Long Island Sound. The design 
was symbolic of  a shift in Johnson’s own 
views of  design as he was stepping away 
from the look of  Modernism, which he 
had helped to establish as a 20th century 
standard in public building, to Post-
Modern design that involved more 
structural embellishment and a less 
orthodox view of  design.

    Today the New Haven Museum sits 
within a once again vibrant neighborhood, 
diverse with the balance of  local culture 
and cuisine, and academic stimulation and 
traditions.
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From the Whitney Library By James Campbell, Librarian & Curator of  Manuscripts

   
    In 2009 and 2010, the family of  Margaret 
Bradley Sherk donated to the Whitney 
Library a collection of  family papers and 
photographs.  These have been arranged as 
Manuscript Collection #303 “Bradley, 
Bostwick, and Related Families.” Included 
are items from the Bradley, Bostwick, and 
Mersick families, among others. The 
Bostwicks owned a business in New Haven 
for well over 100 years, supplying harnesses, 
saddles, and other leather items. Notes
 accompanying these photographs indicate 
that the business was begun in 1774.   

    A search of  the New Haven City 
Directories shows the business at various 
locations in the City: in 1844, 115 Chapel 
Street; in 1870, 71 Church Street; in 1900, 
45 Orange Street and 59/65 Crown Street.  
These listings mention Charles Bostwick 
and Leonard Bostwick as proprietors 
through the 19th century.  

    In addition to the photographs of  the 
shop, an ad from the 1870 City Directory is 
also shown here.

The Bostwick Harness Shop
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What’s Going On at the New Haven Museum?

Children enjoyed painting pumpkins at the 
season closing event for the Pardee-Morris 

House.

Board member Ron Gagliardi, costumed as a colonial 
period town crier, helped children play the colonial game 
of  nine pins at Edgerton Park, located in the East Rock 

neighborhood, during the park’s annual Sunday in the Park 
festival. 

A full house in the Clement Room enjoyed Swan Songs: 
Schubert’s Last Year in late August. Pianist Bill Braun 

accompanied baritone Christopher Grundy (right) in 
the program which included lieder and piano pieces 

composed during the last year of  Schubert’s life.

Sally Matson impersonated suffragist Susan 
B. Anthony to accompany the Votes for Women 

exhibit commemorating the 90th anniversary of  
the constitutional amendment ratified in 1920, 
giving all American women the right to vote.
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Chamber Music As It Was Meant to Be Heard
    Chamber music today is 
most often performed in 
large concert halls.  But it was 
meant to be heard in more 
intimate settings—in salons, 
in living rooms, or in elegant 
venues like the Museum’s 
Clement Room. The Wall 
Street Chamber Players 
debuted in the Clement Room 
at the New Haven Museum 
on Friday October 1st to a full 
house of  enthusiastic music 

lovers. The group, a chamber ensemble of  mixed strings, winds, and keyboard, 
is well known in the city, having performed in private homes on a regular basis 
for the past twenty-nine years.  Their appearance at the Museum was their first 
before an audience of  the general public. 

    The Wall Street Chamber Players are (above, left to right) Adrianne 
Greenbaum, flute; Steven Thomas, cello; William Braun, piano; Artemis 
Simerson, violin; and Marvin Warshaw, viola. 

    The October 1st performance was the first of  their four-performance 
season. The next concert, featuring the music of  Bruch and Messiaen, will be 
held on Friday, November 19th and there will be two additional concerts in the 
spring. Subscriptions for the remainder of  the season are available at $90, with 
individual tickets, as available, at $30. Tickets may be reserved by contacting 
Donna Wardle at (203) 562-4183, ext. 19 or dwardle@newhavenmuseum.org.

NHM Board of  Directors

Walter R. Miller, Jr.
President

Peter Clement
Bradford Collins

Louise FitzSimons
Ronald Gagliardi
Karyn Gilvarg
Ric Jennings

Anthony J. Lasala
George Rapport
Christine Schloss
Priscilla Searles

J. Michael Sulzbach
Cosema Viscount

Honorary Directors-in-
Permanency

Nancy Ahern
Nancy Cassella

Marcia A. Cavanaugh
Farney Eilers, Jr.

James Dana English
Richard Hegel

John O.C. McCrillis
Dr. Howard W. Smith

Henry H. Townshend, Jr.
Margaret Seay Watley

Reverdy Whitlock

Music at the Museum

    That’s how the second installment of  the four “Listening Posts” in the   
Museum’s New Haven Illustrated exhibit begins. It continues with the voice of  
the “wife” of  Benedict Arnold describing some of  the events that preceded 
the outbreak of  the Revolution in Colonial America, a momentous event that 
engulfed New Haven merchant turned general Benedict Arnold. The Benedict 
Arnold story is one of  the four told in the Museum’s Listening Posts in the  
New Haven Gallery. Another Listening Post in the Amistad Gallery describes 
the Amistad incident from the perspective of  Cinque, the Mende leader of  the 
Amistad captives who were finally freed through the efforts of  attorney 
Robert Sherman Baldwin and President John Quincy Adams.

    The Listening Posts project was conceived, scripted and brought to fruition by volunteer Deb Townshend 
(right), shown listening to the “voice” of  the Rev. John Davenport, founder along with Theophilus Eaton, of  the 
New Haven Colony.

 “My husband, Benedict Arnold…”

New in the Galleries
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Thursday, November 11   5:00 PM   Free
“The Good, the Bad, & the Beechers,” a lecture featuring Debby Applegate, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of  The Most 
Famous Man in America: The Biography of  Henry Ward Beecher; presented jointly with Friends of  the Grove Street Cemetery

Friday, November 19   8:00 PM   Series Tickets, $90; Individual Tickets, as available, $30
The Wall Street Chamber Players present the second in a series of  four concerts; series continues on March 25 & April 
29; reception follows each concert

Tuesday, November 30   5:00 PM   
Annual Meeting & Holiday Party

Wednesday, December 1   5:30 PM   Free
Lecture & Booksigning by Frank Juliano, local journalist & historian and author of  Milford: A Brief  History

Saturday, December 4   12:00-5:00 PM   $10 per family, $8 for Members, $5 for Household Members
Family Day! The Museum will offer art-making workshops, music & entertainment, and refreshments for children and 
families, just in time for the holidays!

Tuesday, December 7   5:30 PM   Free
Lecture & Booksigning by Eric Jaffe, author of  The King’s Best Highway: The Lost History of  the Boston Post Road, the Route 
That Made America

Thursday, January 13   5:30 PM   Free
“Native American Archaeology in Connecticut,” a lecture featuring Nick Bellantoni, Associate Professor of  
Anthropology at University of  Connecticut and Connecticut State Archaeologist

For more information on upcoming programs and events, please call (203) 562-4183 or visit www.newhavenmuseum.org

Consider the Museum for your rental needs!

For more information, please contact Donna Wardle 
at (203) 562-4183, ext. 19 or 

dwardle@newhavenmuseum.org

An Ideal Gift for the History Lover
On Sale Exclusively at the Museum Shop

Three Churches Snowglobe

This Holiday Season...

10% discount for Museum members

$28


