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Lecture & Book Signing featuring Elif S. Armbruster on 4 Key American Realist Writers 

 
New Haven, CT, April 25, 2011—The New Haven Museum is pleased to present a 

lecture and book signing featuring Elif S. Armbruster, Assistant professor of English  

at Suffolk University, on Tuesday, May 31, 2011 at 6:00 PM. She will be discussing & signing 

copies of Domestic Biographies: Stowe, Howells, James, and Wharton at Home. Her book 

studies four key American Realist writers, and explores the overlap between the authors’ “real” 

lives and their literary realism. She takes readers behind the scenes and into the private spaces of 

each of the authors' most important residences, showcasing why the authors loved or hated the 

properties; what prompted their moves; how and where they wrote from the home; and what 

came of the pursuit of their "dream houses." Of these "dream" houses, two of Stowe's were in 

Connecticut: Oakholm and the Forest Street house, both in Hartford. Copies of the book will be 

available for sale. 

At Suffolk University in Boston, Elif Armbruster teaches courses in American Literature, 

Women's Studies, and American Studies, as well as Special Seminars on the meaning of home in 

America and the evolution of the American Dream. She received her Ph.D. in American Studies 

in 2005 from Boston University, and joined the full-time faculty of Suffolk 's English 

Department in the Fall 2006.  

The lecture is free and open to the public. The New Haven Museum is located in 

downtown New Haven at 114 Whitney Avenue. For more information, please contact Michelle 

Cheng, Director of Education at (203) 562-4183 ext. 11 or education@newhavenmuseum.org.  

The New Haven Museum was founded in 1862 as the New Haven Colony History 

Society by a group of leading New Haven citizens who were determined to preserve the history 

and traditions of the Greater New Haven region. Today, the New Haven Museum continues this 

tradition of preservation with a collection that includes folk, decorative and fine arts, an 

extensive photographic archive, and a unique manuscript collection. Its galleries, programs and 

library offer a wide range of opportunities for visitors and scholars. The Museum uses long-term 

and special exhibitions, lectures, symposia, workshops and publications to bring over 350 years 

of New Haven History to children, family and adult visitors. 
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